
University of Michigan
Fall 2024 Instructor Report

MATH 216-030: Intro Diff Equat
James Wheeler 

48 out of 98 students responded to this evaluation.

Responses to University-wide questions about the course:

SA A N D SD N/A
Your

Median
School/College

Median

Univ-
Wide

Median

This course advanced my understanding of the subject matter.
(Q1631)

33 14 0 0 0 0 4.8 4.5 4.5

My interest in the subject has increased because of this course.
(Q1632)

16 24 6 1 0 0 4.2 4.1 4.2

I knew what was expected of me in this course.(Q1633) 32 12 2 1 0 0 4.8 4.6 4.6

I had a strong desire to take this course.(Q4) 12 14 15 6 0 0 3.7 3.9 4.0

As compared with other courses of equal credit, the workload for
this course was (SA=Much Lighter, A=Lighter, N=Typical,
D=Heavier, SD=Much Heavier). (Q891)

2 3 31 11 0 0 2.9 3.1 3.0

Responses to University-wide questions about the instructor:

SA A N D SD N/A
Your

Median
School/College

Median
Univ-Wide

Median

James Wheeler seemed well prepared for class
meetings.(Q230)

45 3 0 0 0 0 5.0 4.8 4.8

James Wheeler explained material clearly.(Q199) 40 6 1 1 0 0 4.9 4.7 4.7

James Wheeler treated students with respect.(Q217) 46 1 0 0 0 0 5.0 4.8 4.8

Responses to questions about the course:

SA A N D SD N/A Your Median

Overall, this was an excellent course. (Q1) 20 22 4 0 0 0 4.4

Working with other students helped me learn more effectively. (Q256) 20 20 6 0 0 1 4.4

Students felt comfortable asking questions. (Q892) 28 18 0 0 0 1 4.7

The grades in this course were fairly determined. (Q894) 20 19 2 3 0 3 4.4

Computer labs were a valuable part of this course. (Q354) 9 10 5 6 0 17 3.9

My expected grade in this course is (SA=A, A=B, N=C, D=D, SD=E). (Q896) 18 24 4 0 0 1 4.3

Responses to questions about the instructor:

SA A N D SD N/A Your Median

Overall, James Wheeler was an excellent teacher. (Q2) 41 6 1 0 0 0 4.9

James Wheeler was willing to meet and help students outside class. (Q219) 43 3 1 0 0 1 5.0

James Wheeler used class time well. (Q229) 37 9 0 2 0 0 4.9

James Wheeler was concerned that we learn. (Q509) 38 7 3 0 0 0 4.9

James Wheeler was confident and in control of the class. (Q510) 43 5 0 0 0 0 4.9



The medians are calculated from Fall 2024 data. University-wide medians are based on all UM classes in which an item was used.
The school/college medians in this report are based on classes that are lower division with enrollment of 75 or greater in Division of
Natural Sciences in the College of LS&A.



Written Comments

Comment on the quality of instruction in this course. (Q900)

Comments

I think this course was excellently taught... Professor Wheeler's explanation of complex topics made them more approachable and
easier to understand

I think James is a fantastic instructor. He has a very high technical understanding of the course material, and explains things very
well. He is super nice, friendly, willing to help. Amazing teacher overall. I think the course format is where things go wrong. I thought
the exam rubrics were unfair, as the parts of questions that were 80% of the work for the problem were weighted the same as the
rest of the parts. So even though you could understand the main concept, you could get a significant amount of points off for niche
topics that are not essential to understanding the main and more important concepts. I experienced this, as I was more concerned
on understanding the main concepts because you would think that it would be the main source of points. I ended up getting the
main concepts correct, but got a lot of points off from random concepts that I skipped over to study for the main ones. It's an unfair
and disproportional grading scheme.

Professor Wheeler was always very kind to his students.

James is a great teacher and is willing to help students like me who struggle in the class.

Professor provides helpful resources, such as examples, notes and office hours.

The lectures were great, but sometimes (specifically on variations of parameters of both first and second order DE's, and
undetermined coefficients) the material went straight over my head, but I'm not sure if that was because of a problem in the
instruction or if I was just blanking out, but that is what I struggled to understand.

The quality of instruction in this course is adequate.

good teaching, everything made sense to me.

Prof. Wheeler was excited and engaging. I enjoyed his lectures

James Wheeler is perhaps the best instructor I have had during my time at the University of Michigan. He is always very prepared
for lectures, with detailed notes and instructions that are clear and show every step of his thinking process. He provides a plentiful
number of examples to help me understand the material I am learning. The computed graphs that he projects really helps me to
grasp the qualitative aspect of what I am learning in this class. He is always approachable for questions and makes sure to save
time during class to ask questions. He is clear on the expectations in the course. There was never a wasted day or a day that I left
lecture feeling lost. James Wheeler obviously has an enthusiastic desire for others to learn, and I commend him for the effort he
puts into every aspect of this course.

I wish we could get a better idea of what our grade will be closer to the end of the semester. I also wish we had more guidance with
the homework (maybe have a hints option after getting a certain number of attempts wrong). There is also too much algebra in the
homework for having only 6 attempts. There are so many areas where one can go wrong. Especially if there was also a conceptual
misunderstanding for the first few attempts.

appreciated the enthusiasm of the teacher, truly could tell that he loved math. would appreciate if there was less skipping over of
steps. sometimes the algebra would be really complex or the steps included material that we had just learned. would appreciate if
he could spend a little more time discussing how he reached the conclusions he did.

James is hands down the most clear and coherent professor I have ever had. He is a master of his subject but more importantly he
understands human beings, this is what sets James apart from the crowd.

The notes are amazing and easy to understand. This class is very well organized. I really enjoyed learning from Dr. Wheeler.

Prof Wheeler was a really good professor in my opinion. He explained content clearly and seemed organized with a lesson plan
every lecture. The pace was also really good too because he was never rushing and we were never behind on course content and
had ample time to review for exams. I will say sometimes Prof Wheeler would go overtime a little bit which I usually wouldn't mind
but I had a class back to back with math on fridays and I needed the entire 10 minutes to get to my next class and sometimes the
going over would make me late.

James Wheeler is great. He always tries to explain clearly and concisely. He is always willing to spend time with students who have
questions or are unsure about something.

Professor Wheeler has been an excellent instructor in helping me learn differential equations, explaining concepts proficiently to a
simple degree. Furthermore, attending office hours has proven to be paramount in understanding the material, due to Professor
Wheeler's well–structured explanations of difficult concepts. Moreover, holding review sessions prior to exams was extremely
helpful, which effectively addressed any of my doubts to reinforce key topics.

Professor Wheeler is a really intelligent guy with a lot of passion for math, which I really respect. He is a really respectful teacher
and I noticed that he learned the names of all students that asked him questions outside of class and would refer to them in class
by their names. This just seemed like a really considerate thing for him to do. He truly seems to care about the students and
whether we learn. However, my only critique is that he often will skip algebraic steps or make conversions without showing that on



Comments

the board. This makes it really hard to follow along with his solutions because I have to take much more time and effort to figure out
how he was able to solve the way he did. He also tends to move a bit fast, which I understand comes with the territory of teaching a
umich diff eq course. However, I think that he does not always remember that we are beginners and not as proficient at those
smaller "easy" steps as he is. Overall great teacher and great guy though. Would definitely take another course taught by him.

I would have loved more examples that apply to the homework to happen in class. I often felt unprepared for the homework sets,
especially towards the end of the class when we learned about eigenvectors. The concept of eigenvalues and eigenvectors never
made sense to me in the way it was explained. I don't understand why eigenvectors are important or even just what they are. I did
not like how the professor would often give definitions in the middle of examples or vice versa. I would prefer that definition to be
stated and then several examples to be done on it. I believe that Leibniz notation is much more intuitive when it comes to differential
equations and I wish that we used it more. I did not like how the variable changed from in class to the homeworks. In class we
normally used x(t) while on the homeworks it was usually Y(x). I loved how James always had a pep in his step while teaching and
his explanations were often quite good. I did not understand when the professor was talking about degrees of freedom. I have
heard that term used in a statistics class, but it was never explained to me in a way that relates to calculus. It seemed like we rarely
got through a lesson in one class period. I wish we spent less time reviewing what we learned last time. The Webwork that
Michigan State uses is much better, at least for Calc II and III. It doesn't time out and make you close the window and open it back
up from Canvas. It is much less picky about your answers. there was one Webwork question where I factored out a constant, like I
submitted 2(x–3) instead of 2x–6, and it did not accept it. I had to go to office hours just for the professor to tell me that the question
was coded to only accept the unfactored answer.

Professor Wheeler was very direct in his explanations and always clarified his teaching well when there were questions.

I've heard horror stories from previous UofM students about how difficult Differential Equations was, but I think definitely the change
in curriculum that was recently made combined with a great instructor like James Wheeler made this course a lot less scary than I
originally thought it would be.

Amazing class, great teacher.

Wheeler is great lecturer. No syllabus is lame and not particularly fair.

Always had plenty of examples in class which was much appreciated.

My low expected grade it my own fault. It's been too long since I did anything calculus–related and this semester has been a lot of
de–rusting my skills in addition to learning something new.

amazing!

Professor Wheeler did an excellent job teaching this course and explained the material very well and was also super helpful in
office hours. His lecture notes are one of the best resources I have ever had in a math class. During one class there was a student
from another lecture who came to our lecture for a class because he couldn't make his lecture and he said Professor Wheeler was
way better at explaining the material than his other professor. 

My biggest complaint is how stressful the online quizzes are. It is very stressful having such a hard time limit to turn it in and trying to
balance finishing up that last question with how long you need to scan and turn it in. I think there has to be a better way. 

As a final thought I understand professor Wheeler is only a temporary professor here at Michigan but I really think he did an
amazing job and would make a great addition to the math department here long term.

I think Professor Wheeler is really good at explaining course material and I can see that he has a strong understanding not only of
what is required for students to know but beyond that. He is always encouraging students to ask questions and never puts them
down for asking even potentially redundant questions, answering each with equal seriousness. I found this class much more
enjoyable and structured due to his instruction. Thank you for your time!
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